
Memory Transmission Project 
In ​The Giver​, Jonas becomes the receiver of memory, 

assigned to feel and experience all the memories no longer 
available to the community. This means he is experiencing true 
emotion for the first time, such as physical and emotional pain, 
exhilaration, surprise, anguish, fear, loneliness, pleasure and 
suffering. As jonas gets to know the Giver he realizes the pain 
and suffering that comes with being alone in experiencing these 
memories:  

 
“But why can’t everyone have the memories?...it would seem 
a little easier if the memories were shared…” 
“ But then everyone would be burdened and pained… they 
selected me-- and you--to lift that burden from 
themselves” (112-113).  

 
Your assignment is to transmit a memory onto paper in 

order to lighten your burden of this memory. This can be a 
memory of happiness, love, excitement or one of sadness, loss, 
pain, embarrassment etc.  

 
With the provided supports, write a short narrative with a 

beginning, middle and end. Make sure to include transitions 
throughout, that convey a sequence of events. In the same way 
that the giver transmits very vivid and clear memories, be sure 
that your writing clearly shows your story and what feelings 
are associated with that memory. Include: images, colors, 
feelings, smells, sounds (Sensory details).  

  
 

Beginning: 
A memory that taught me____ is when____ 
I remember_________ 
When I was _________ 
Looking back, _____________ 
It’s important to understand_____________ 
I realized I was in trouble when________________ 
It became clear that_______________ 
 

Middle: 
Before long___________ 
I soon discovered___________  
With each passing hour/ day, I______________ 
I saw/heard/felt_________ 
Suddenly it occurred to me that_______________ 
The story continues with____________ 
I began to feel____________ 
This led to __________________ 
It became clear that _____________ 
Before long_____________ 

 
End: 
It came to an end when_____________ 
I noticed that____________ 
Upon reflection, I realize that __________ 



When I look back, _____________ 
I knew it was over because/when____________ 
I now understand_______ 
Until this experience, I didn’t understand__________ 
 
 

Once you are done writing the memory, you will be turning 
the assignment into a visual representation of that memory. Try 
to find one picture that represents the beginning, middle and end 
(at least one picture for each). Choose a colored background 
that matches the mood of your memory, cut out pictures, words, 
or letters from the magazines to add the details to your visual 
memory. We will provide some magazines for your use, but feel 
free to bring photos, magazines or drawings from home.  Don’t 
cover the punched holes of the background. Use your artistic 
mind to create the vision you want for your memory. in the end, 
attach your written memory to the back of your collage/visual 
memory.  
 
**If you would like to submit your memory to the book of 
memories you may do so, or you may keep it private (aside from 
grading by instructor).  
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●  Uses precise and 
sophisticated 
vocabulary, 
language that uses 
the senses, and 
figurative language 
to show experiences 
& events 

●  Sentences are 
skillfully written with 
lots of variety in 
length and structure 
to show different 
relationships 
between ideas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

● More than one 
picture, phrase 
or 
representation 
for each section 
of the memory  

● Colors of 
background and 
pictures are 
intentional  and 
sophisticated. 

 
  
 

●  Uses precise 
words and 
phrases, relevant 
descriptive 
details, figurative 
language, and 
language that 
uses the senses 
to convey 
experiences & 
events 

●  Sentences are 
generally 
complete and 
have some 
variety in length 
and structure to 
show different 
relationships 
between ideas 

 
 

● One picture, 
phrase or 
representation 
for each 
section of the 
memory 

● Background 
and picture 
color match 
the theme of 
the memory 

●  Attempts to use 
concrete words 
or phrases, 
descriptive to 
details, figurative 
and language 
that uses the 
senses to show 
experiences & 
events 

●  Uses some 
repetitive 
sentence 
structures to 
show  different 
relationships 
between ideas 

 
 
 

 
 

● Some missing 
pictures or 
phrases 

● Little evidence 
of theme for 
background 
and picture 
color  

●  Uses limited 
language; ideas 
are unclear or are 
not specific 

●  Sentence 
structures are 
basic and do not 
show different 
relationships 
between  ideas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

● Many missing 
visual 
representations 

● Background 
and picture 
color do not 
match the 
theme of the 
memory or are 
missing 

 

 


